Vol.25 No.11 November 1999

c

THE REVIEW of o JAZZ § BLUES: CREATIVE IMPROVISED MUSIC

2) STEVE MILLION,
TRUTH IS,
PALMETTO 2042.

Right Place, Wrong Key / Truth Is / Terror of Toni Town / Fireflias / All
tne Things You Are / Perecily Spaced / Shytown / Eidatdown /
Nomadrigal / Blackwater / At That Famitiar / Gallogs Gallop. 6345
Million, p; Randy Brecker, tpt, tigh; Dick Oatts, ts, ss;
Michael Moore, b; Ron Vincent, d; Steve Cardenas, g. 1/
27428/98, Brooklyn, NY,

Pianist Million also develops a full-ranging
sound from his band on (2). He plays moslly original
music with proper respec! for the old masters em-
bedded within the song structure. While the format
is of the *straight ahead' variety, Million infuses a lot
of improvisatory diversity inlo his songs. Four of the
selections feature the full sextet, Million goes solo
on one song, and the balance of the numbers ex-
clude either guitarist Cardenas or the two hornmen.
As a pianist, Million is typically melodic. He does nol
use a heavy. percussive stroke, and his songs have
a similar airy quality 10 them. When the full sextet is
in play, Brecker is a main force on trumpel while Oatts
nandles the reed chores. The two take lurns as $olo-
ists and also play at call and response while the
rhythm section speeds along.

The seiections that exclude Brecker and Oatts
allow Miltion to be more expressive as the pianist.
He improvises with a tinge of the classics underly-
ing his style while gliding smoothly through the pieces
at an easy gait. His homage to Monk on the opening
line and closing number is respectiul and compli-
mentary. The use of guitarist Cardenasin the rhythm
section is a nice touch that adds additiona! drive (o
the songs when he is on board, He is particularly
effeclive on the very lovely “Nomadrigal” where he
and Million dreamily wend their way through the filt-
ing, classically rooled tune.

Million's recording has a pleasant sounding
aspect to il. It is a non-disruptive venture for musi-
¢ians playing quatity music. Although seeking new
frontiers is not in the game plan, the listening expe-
rience is enjoyable.

Frank Rubolino




